IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-38 were previously cancelled. Claims 39-76 are currently cancelled. Claims 77- 
79 are carried forward, all as follows: 

Claims 1-76 (Cancelled) 

77. (Previously Presented) A method for controlling web tensions in a multi-web system 
including: 

providing at least first and second separate webs; 

passing said first web through a processing step and through a traction element; 

providing a first local tension control process for controlling web tension in said 
first separate web; 

measuring said first web's tension and generating a first web tension 
measurement value; 

controlling said first web's tensions using said first local tension control process 
to generate a first local tension control value; said first local tension control value being set, 
initially, at a first local preset tension value; 

passing said second web through a processing step and through a traction 

element; 

providing a second local tension control process for controlling a web tension in 
said second web; 

measuring said second web's tension and generating a second web tension 
measurement value; 

controlling said second web's tension using said second local tension control 
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process to generate a second local tension control value; said second local tension control 
value being set, initially, at a second preset tension value; 

combining said at least first and second separate webs into a web strand; 

wherein said first and second local tension control processes control said web 
tension in each of said at least first and second separate webs prior to combining said at least 
first and second webs into said web strand; 

providing a global tension control process for controlling relative web tension 
between said first and second separate webs; wherein said global tension control process is 
responsive to said first web tension measurement value and said second web tension 
measurement value; 

generating, in said global tension control process, at least one desired tension 
value for one of said first web's tension and said second web's tension; said desired tension 
value being generated in response to a comparison of said first web tension measurement 
value3 and said second web tension measurement value with regard to a required relationship 
therebetween; 

out-putting, from said global tension control process, at least one desired tension 
value to one of said first and second local control processes in response to the measured web 
tension in one of said first and second separate webs deviating from a selected tension level; 
and 

controlling web tension in said at least first and second separate webs using at 
least one of said traction elements. 

78. (Previously Presented) A method for controlling web tensions in a multi-web 
system, including: 
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(a) providing at least first and second separate webs; 

(b) passing said first web through a processing step and through 
a traction element; 

(c) providing a first local tension control process for controlling web tension 
in said first separate web; 

(d) measuring said first web's tension and generating a first web tension 
measurement value; 

(e) controlling said first web's tension using said first local tension control 
process to generate a first local tension control value; said first local 
tension control value being set, initially, at a first local preset tension 
value; 

(f) passing said second web through a processing step and through a 
traction element; 

(g) providing a second tension control process for controlling a web tension 
in said second web; 

(h) measuring said second web's tension and generating a second web 
tension measurement value; 

(i) controlling said second web's tension using said second local tension 
control process to generate a second local tension control value; said 
second local tension control value being set, initially, at a second preset 
tension value; 

(j) combining said at least first and second separate webs into a web strand; 
(k) wherein said first and second local tension control processes control said 
web tension in each of said at least first and second separate webs prior 
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to combining said at least first and second webs into said web strand; 

(I) providing a global tension control process for controlling relative web 

tension between said first and second separate webs; wherein said global 
tension control process is responsive to said first web tension 
measurement value and said second web tension measurement value; 

(m) generating, in said global tension control process, a relative tension 
comparison control value in response to said first web tension 
measurement value and said second web tension measurement value; 
said relative tension comparison control value being set, initially, at a 
global preset relative tension value; 

(n) out-putting, from said global tension control process, at least one relative 
tension comparison control value to one of said first and second local 
control processes in response to the measured web tension in one of 
said first and second separate webs deviating from a selected tension 
level; and 

(o) controlling web tension in said at least first and second separate webs 
using at least one of said traction elements. 

79. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 78, wherein step (I) further 
comprises: 

providing, in said global tension control process, means for controlling (a) total 
web tension in said web strand comprising at least first and second separate webs and (b) 
relative web tension between said first and second separate webs; wherein said global tension 
control process is responsive to said first web tension measurement value and said second web 
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tension measurement value. 
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